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CAIRNS: Visions of a Creative City
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“If Cairns is to be famous as a distinctive place with its own intrinsic cultural
value, independent of the reef and rainforest, what needs to be applied to
the urban fabric to achieve this sense of place?”

“Would an extra 100,000 people in the CBD allow it to be
transformed into an intense, urban, creative, dynamic and beating heart, while
still ensuring that the hill-slopes and ecological diversity is retained?”

“Will such local identity and expression attract more ‘Creatives’,
as Richard Florida suggests in his blockbuster book, The Rise of the Creative
Class: How It’s Transforming Work, Leisure, Community, and Everyday Life?
Will they in turn become the creative entrepreneurs and economic drivers?”


